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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 7, 20 and 32. 

Please amend claims 1, 4, 9, 12, 14, 17, 22, 25, 29, and 34 as follows. 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams, 
comprising: 

receiving the multiple MPEG-encoddd video streams; 

determining a value for a display position code corresponding to a display position 
of each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams; 

modifying the value of the display nosition code of each slice of each of the received 
MPEG-encoded video streams as necessary; and 

interleaving each slice of each of tWe MPEG-encoded video streams as modified into 
a single composite video stream; 

wherein said display position code/ includes a macroblock address increment variable 
length codeword having a/first number of bits and wherein said modifying the 
display position code of efach slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video 
streams to be modified results in a modified macroblock address increment 
variable length codeword having a modified number of bits, said modified - 
number of bits modulo a is equal to said first number of bits modulo 8. 

2. (Original) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams claim 1 , 
wherein said display positio n code is at least one of a macroblock address increment 
variable length codeword and at least Ja byte of a slice startcode. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams claim 1, wherein the MPEGfencoded video streams are one of MPEG- 1 encoded 
video streams and MPEG-2 encoded video streams. 

4. (Cuiiently Amended) ?he Ajfrierhod for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams , said method comprising: of claim 1, 
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receiving the multiple MPEG-encoded videof streams; 

determining a value for a display position cade corresponding to a display position 

of each slice of each of the MPEG-Encoded video streams; 
modifying the value of the display position code of each slice of each of the received 

MPEG-encoded video streams as necessary; and 
interleaving each slice of each of the IVyPEG-encoded video streams as modified into 

a single composite video strea 
wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment variable 
length codeword, said macroblock address increment variable length 
codeword of each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams contains 
3 bits having a corresponaing increment value of one of 2 and 3. 

5. (Original) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 

4, wherein said modifying includes modifying the value of the macroblock address increment 
variable length codeword of each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams to be 
modified to an increment value of between 22 and 33 inclusive. 

6. (Original) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 

5, wherein said modifying includes modifying the 3 bits of said macroblock address 
increment variable length codeword as necessary and adding a byte to result in an 1 1-bit 
modified macroblock address increment variable length codeword. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Original) The mefhod for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 
1, wherein said interleaving each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams as 
modified into a single composite video stream is according to the display position code as 
modified of each slLfce of each MPEG-encoded video stream. 



. metjLp 



landed) The A method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 



streams , said method comprising: of claim 1 , 
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receiving the multiple MPEG-encoded video streams; 

determining a value for a display position code corresponding to a display position 
of each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams; 

modifying the value of the display position/code of each slice of each of the received 
MPEG-encoded video streams asynecessary; and 

interleaving each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams as modified into 
a single composite video streap; 

wherein said MPEG-encoded video ystreams are MPEG-1 encoded video streams, and 
wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment 
(MBAI) codeword, wherein said modifying the display position code of each 
slice of each of the MPEG-1 encoded video streams as necessary includes 
selectively adding a number of MBAI_stuffing codes, said number of 
MBAI_stuffing cod|&s ranging from 0 to 7. 

10. (Original) The method forycombining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 
9, wherein said number of MBAI_stuffing codes is determined such that the macroblock 
address increment codewordmiaintains bit-alignment of the display position code within a 
byte. / 

1 1 . (Original) The method for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 
9, wherein said macroblock address increment codeword has a first number of bits and 
wherein said modi wing the display position code of each slice of each of the MPEG- 
encoded video streams to be modified results in a modified macroblock address increment 
codeword and ^predetermined number of MBAI_stuffing codes, the modified macroblock 
address increment codeword and the predetermined number of MBAI_stuffing codes 
combine to Jiaving a modified number of bits, said modified number of bits modulo 8 is 
equal to ssfid first number of bits modulo 8. 

12. ^Currently Amended) A system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams, 
comprising: 

/ ■ 
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an interactive decoder adapted to determine a display position code for a display 
position of each slice of each of a received MPEG-encoded video streams 
and to modify the display position code of each slice of each of the received 
MPEG-encoded video streams as nece/sary, said interactive decoder further 
adapted to interleave each slice of ea&h of the MPEG-encoded video streams 
as modified into a single composite video stream; 

wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment variable 
length codeword having a first number of bits and wherein said interactive 
decoder is further adapted to modify the display position code of each slice 
of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams to be modified to result in a 
modified macroblock address increment variable length codeword having a 
modified number of bits, said modified number of bits modulo 8 is equal to 
said first number of bits moaulo 8 . 

13. (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 
12, further comprising a broadcast centei/for broadcasting the multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams to said interactive decoder. / 

14. (Currently Amended) 3%e A^systejm for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
stream s, said system comprising: of claim 12, 

an interactive decoder adapted to determine a display position code for a display 
position of each slice of each of a received MPEG-encoded video streams 
and to modify the/display position code of each slice of each of the received 
MPEG-encoded fndeo streams as necessary, said interactive decoder further 
adapted to inter/eave each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams 
as modified into a single composite video stream; 

wherein said interactive decoder is further adapted to modify the value of the 
display posi/ion code to maintain bit-alignment of the display position 
code within a byte. 
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15. (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 12, 
wherein said display position code is at least one of a macroblock address increment variable 
length codeword and at least a byte of a slice startcode. / 

16. (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 
12, wherein the MPEG-encoded video streams are one of MPEG- 1 encoded video streams 
and MPEG-2 encoded video streams. / 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The A^system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
stream s, said system comprising: of claim 12, / 

an interactive decoder adapted to determine a display position code for a display 
position of each slice of eacm of a received MPEG-encoded video streams 
and to modify the display position code of each slice of each of the received 
MPEG-encoded video sly earns as necessary, said interactive decoder further 
adapted to interleave each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams 
as modified into a sinsfle composite video stream; 

wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment variable 
length codeword, raid macroblock address increment variable length 
codeword of eacn slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams contains 
3 bits having a corresponding increment value of one of 2 and 3. 

1 8. (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 

17, wherein said interactivadecoder is further adapted to modify the value of the macroblock 
address increment variable length codeword of each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded 
video streams to be modified to have a corresponding increment value of between 22 and 33 
inclusive. / 

19. (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 

18, wherein said in/eractive decoder is further adapted to modify the 3 bits of said 

/ 
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macroblock address increment variable length codewordras necessary and add a byte to result 
in an 1 1-bit modified macroblock address increment variable length codeword. 

20. (Canceled) / 

2 1 . (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 
12, wherein said interactive decoder is further adapted to interleave each slice of each of the 
MPEG-encoded video streams as modified into a single composite video stream in 
accordance with the display position code/ as modified, of each slice of each MPEG-encoded 
video stream. / 

22. (Currently Amended) The A sys/em for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
stream s, said system comprising: oixlaim 12, 

an interactive decoder adapted to determine a display position code for a display 
position of each sdice of each of a received MPEG-encoded video streams 
and to modifV ttfe display position code of each slice of each of the received 
MPEG-encodea video streams as necessary, said interactive decoder further 
adapted to interleave each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams 
as modifiedqnto a single composite video stream; 

wherein said MPBG-encoded video streams are MPEG-1 encoded video streams, and 
wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment 
(MB AJJ codeword, wherein said interactive decoder is adapted to modify the 
display position code of each slice of each of the MPEG-1 encoded video 
streams as necessary by selectively adding a number of MBAI_stuffing 
codes, said number ranging from 0 to 7. 

23. (Original) /The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 
22, wherein said interactive decoder is adapted to determine said number of MBAI_stuffing 
codes such that the macroblock address increment codeword maintains bit-alignment of the 
display position code within a byte. 
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24. (Original) The system for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video streams of claim 
22, wherein said macroblock address increment codeword ha^a first number of bits and 
wherein said interactive decoder is adapted to modify the display position code of each slice 
of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams to be modified to result in a modified 
macroblock address increment codeword and a predetermined number of MBAI_stuffing 
codes, the modified macroblock address mcremenf codeword and the predetermined number 
of MBAI_stuffing codes combine to have a mcufified number of bits, said modified number 
of bits modulo 8 is equal to said first number pf bits modulo 8. 

25. (Currently Amended) An interactiv/decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded 
video streams, comprising: / 

means for determining a value for a display position code corresponding to a display 
position of each slice of each of a received MPEG-encoded video streams; 

means for modifying the yalue of the display position code of each slice of each of 
the received MBEG-encoded video streams as necessary; and 

means for interleaving? each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams as 
modified into a single composite video stream; 

wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment variable 
length codeword having a first number of bits and wherein said means for 
modifying the display position code of each slice of each of the MPEG- 
encofled video streams to be modified generates a modified macroblock 
address increment variable length codeword having a modified number of 
j/its, said modified number of bits modulo 8 is equal to said first number of 
/ bits modulo 8 . 

26. (CMginal) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streamsyof claim 25, wherein said modifying means comprises means for modifying the 
value of the display position code to maintain bit-alignment of the display position code 
withpi a byte. 

/ 
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27. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams of claim 25, wherein said display position code is at least one of a macroblock 
address increment variable length codeword and at least a byte of a slice startcode. 

28. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams of claim 25, wherein said the MPEG-en/oded video streams are one of MPEG- 1 
encoded video streams and MPEG-2 encoded video streams. 

29. (Currently Amended) The An interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG- 
encoded video stream s, said decoder commising: of claim 25, 

means for determining a value for a display position code corresponding to a display 

position of each slice of/each of a received MPEG-encoded video streams; 
means for modifying the valuer of the display position code of each slice of each of 

the received MPEG-eoicoded video streams as necessary; and 
means for interleaving each/slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams as 

modified into a single composite video stream; 
wherein said display portion code includes a macroblock address increment variable 

length codewom having 3 bits with a corresponding increment value selected 

from the group consisting of 2 and 3. 

30. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams of claim 29, whepin said modifying means includes means for modifying the value 
of the macroblock address increment variable length codeword of each slice of each of the 
MPEG-encoded videostreams to be modified to have a corresponding increment value of 
between 22 and 33 inclusive. 

3 1 . (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams of claim BO, wherein said modifying means includes means for modifying the 3 bits 
of said macroblock address increment variable length codeword as necessary and adding a 
byte to result w an 1 1-bit modified macroblock address increment variable length codeword. 
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32. (Canceled) 

33. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams of claim 25, wherein said interleaving means interleaves each slice of each of the 
MPEG-encoded Video streams as modified into a single composite video stream according to 
the display position code as modified of each slice of each MPEG-encoded video stream. 

34. (Currently Amended) The An interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG- 
encoded video stream s, said decoder comprising: of claim 25, 

means for determining a value for a display position code corresponding to a display 
position of each slice of each of a received MPEG-encoded video streams; 

means for modifying the value of the display position code of each slice of each of 
the receA/ed MPEG-encoded video streams as necessary; and 

means for interleaving each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams as 
modified into a single composite video stream; 

wherein said MPEG-encoded video streams are MPEG-1 encoded video streams, 

wherein said display position code includes a macroblock address increment 
(MB AT) codeword, and wherein said modifying means modifies the display 
position coalp of each slice of each of the MPEG-1 encoded video streams as 
necessary inaluding selectively adding a number of MBAI_stuffing codes, 
said number ranging from 0 to 7. 

35. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams of claim 34, wherein said modifying means determines the number of 
MBAI_stuffing codes such thauthe macroblock address increment codeword maintains bit- 
alignment of the display positiom code within a byte. 

36. (Original) The interactive decoder for combining multiple MPEG-encoded video 
streams of claim 34, wherein saia macroblock address increment codeword has a first 
number of bits and wherein said qiodifying means modifies the display position code of 
each slice of each of the MPEG-encoded video streams to be modified to result in a 
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modified macroblock address increment codeword and a predetermined number of 
MBAI_stuffing codes, the modified macrojafock address increment codeword and the 
predetermined number of MBAI_s1^ffiKg codes combine to have a modified number of bits, 
said modified number of bits modtflo 8 is equal to said first number of bits modulo 8. 
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